
Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—October 17, 2022 

 
 

 
 

 
 

VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL 
INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL 

 
Donald C. McGraw—Mayor 

Stephen H. Krehbiel—Vice Mayor 

Andrew A. Byer 

Richard J. Hidy 

Elizabeth C. Isphording 

Shayne O Manning 

Monique A. Sewell 

 

Paul C. Riordan—Clerk/Comptroller 

Scott D. Phillips—City Solicitor 

Dina C. Minneci—City Manager 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—October 17, 2022 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—October 17, 2022 

 
THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL 

COUNCIL AGENDA 

October 17, 2022 

6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers 

1.) Pledge of allegiance 

 

2.) Call to order & roll call 

 

3.) Minutes of September 19, 2022 Regular Council meeting 

 

4.) Citizen Participation 

a. Mr. Vivek Chaturvedi – presentation on Hindu Heritage Month 

 
5.) Finance Committee – Mrs. Sewell 

a. Review Financial Statements for September 2022 

b. Report on Finance Committee meeting 

 

6.) Law Committee – Mr. Hidy 

a. Report on  Law Committee meeting 

b. Request a Suspension of Rules and Enter into Emergency Session for the deliberation 
of the following Ordinance: 

i. Ordinance Enacting and Adopting the 2022 S-16 Supplement to the Code of Ordinances for 
the City of the Village of Indian Hill, and Declaring an Emergency (Emergency Ordinance 
attached): 

1) Present First Reading 

  2) Recommend Waiver of Three Readings  

3) Recommend Emergency Ordinance Adoption 

 
7.) Buildings and Grounds Committee – Mr. Byer 

a. Report on Buildings and Grounds Committee meeting 

 
8.) Public Works Committee – Vice Mayor Krehbiel 

a. Report on Public Works Committee meeting 

b. Resolution – Authorizing the City Manager to Convey a 20’ Public Sanitary Sewer Easement to 
the Board of County Commissioners of Hamilton County, Ohio for the Use and the Benefit of the 
Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati Along Loveland-Madeira Road, for the 
Operation and Maintenance of the Existing Sanitary Sewer Main Located on Green Area Parcel 
No. #629-0200-0022 (Recommend Passage of Resolution) 

 

9.) Water Works Committee & Utility Deregulation Committee – Mrs. Isphording 

a. Report on Water Works and Utility Deregulation Committee meeting 
b. Request a Suspension of Rules and Enter into Emergency Session for the deliberation 

of the following Ordinance: 
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c. Amending Ordinance No. 23-21 and Making Appropriations for the expenses of 
the City of the Village of Indian Hill for the Fiscal Year 2022 

1) Present First Reading 

  2) Recommend Waiver of Three Readings  

3) Recommend Emergency Ordinance Adoption 

 

10.) Public Safety Committee –Mayor McGraw 

a. Report on Public Safety Committee meeting 

 

11.) Planning Commission – Mr. Manning 

a. Report on September 20, 2022 Planning Commission meeting 

 

12.) City Manager’s Report 

a. October 31, 2022- Halloween – 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

b. November 8, 2022 – Election Day 

c. November 11, 2022 – Veterans Day Observation – Veterans Memorial at 11:00 a.m. 

 
13.) Adjournment 

 

 

Agenda 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 
INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL 

September 19, 2022 

 

A meeting of the Indian Hill Village Council was held on September 19, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting was 
held in the Council Chamber of the Village Administration building.   

 

Officials present:   Mr. Donald C. McGraw, Mayor  

    Mr. Stephen H. Krehbiel, Vice-Mayor 

    Mr. Andrew A. Byer, Council member 

    Mr. Richard J. Hidy, Council member 

    Mrs.  Elizabeth C. Isphording, Council member 

    Mrs. Monique A. Sewell, Council member 

 

Officials Absent:   Mr. Shayne O Manning, Council member 

Ms. Dina C. Minneci, City Manager 

 

Mr. Paul C. Riordan, Clerk/Comptroller 

    Mr. Scott D. Phillips, City Solicitor 

 

Visitors present  Mr. Jason Adkins, 6525 Drake Road 

for solar panel discussions: Ms. Sarah Fink, 6525 Drake Road 

    Mr. Ron Freson, 6525 Drake Road 

    Mr. Scott Gully, 6525 Drake Road 

    Mr. Nate Henderson, 6525 Drake Road 

    Mrs. Kathy Wade-Dorman, 6525 Drake Road 

    Mr. Jon West, 6525 Drake Road 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

MINUTES:  The minutes of the regular meeting of August 15, 2022 had previously been distributed to each 
Council member.  No changes were noted.  Mayor McGraw declared the minutes accepted as written.   

 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:  Mr. Jon West introduced Ms. Sarah Fink the new Recreation Program 
Manager, replacing Jack Alley.  Mr. West explained that Ms. Fink came from the City of Montgomery where 
the City Manager gave her very high reviews.  Council welcomed Ms. Fink to the Village of Indian Hill. 

 

 Mayor McGraw said that he was going to limit the work session for this evening to review of the solar 
panel project.   

 

SOLAR PANEL DISCUSSION:  Mr. Jon West directed Council’s attention to a summary titled, Updated 
Solar Panel Information September 2022, which was included in the Council packet.  He presented the 
following summary of the history of the project: The project started back in April 2021 with a proposal from 
Melink Solar.  It was an initial concept proposal of how much electric power could be produced by the use of 
solar panels.  They used approximate numbers which did not include numbers such as prevailing wages.  Then 
they provided a proposal cutting the whole project in half in March 2022.  At that time, it was determined that 
in order to verify. what it would really cost, it was necessary to go out for bid.  The Village then went though a 
formal bid process.  Two bidders submitted proposals.  Fifteen companies were sent bid packages and four 
attended the site visits.  The bid came in at $2,194,185.  with gravel under the solar panels and $1,904,185 
with grass under the panels, which is the preferred bid.  The bid included 2,688 solar panels and 8 inverters 
with an estimated savings of $105,000 per year.  The return on investment is approximately 18-20 years.  The 
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solar usage would be 63%.  The cost includes switch gears, fencing, prevailing wage and tree removal cost.  
The lifespan of the panels is 30 years with yearly maintenance cost of $7,867 included for the first 3 years 
followed by a 3% annual increase starting in the 4th year.  The software used to monitor the equipment is 
included in the cost for the first 5 years and then it would cost $7,900 for years 6-10; $8,700 for years 11-15; 
and $9,600 for years 16-20.  The inverter replacement cost is included in the bid price for 15 years.   

 

There were two formal bids submitted – Kokosing/Third Sun met all bid requirements and rated high 
in qualifications.  The other bidder did not meet the bid requirements.  Village staff and consultants met with 
Kokosing/Third Sun and felt very comfortable with their abilities.  Estimated project timelines (weather and 
material delivery dependent) are:  

 

a. Finalize contract - validate panel type  September - October 2022 

b. Final design/engineering   December 2022 – February 2023 

c. Construction    March – July 2023 

 

With the August 2022 passage of the Inflations Reduction Act (IRA). The Village has an opportunity 
to receive Incentive Tax Credit (ITC) in the form of a reimbursement:   

 

a. 30% reimbursement of total project costs as long as contractor utilizes prevailing wage and 
apprentice program 

b. 10% reimbursement of total project costs if domestic content requirements met which includes 
steel and iron requirements.  100% of steel or iron structural products used in construction of a 
project to be produced in the U.S. 

c. Applies to facilities that begin construction after January 1, 2022, but 60 days after the Secretary of 
the Treasury publishes guidance on the wage and registered apprenticeship requirements (TBD).   

 

Mr. West directed Council’s attention to a summary which was distributed at the Council meeting 
titled, System Design Summary – First Solar, 1.2 MW.  The summary showed the solar panel arrays and an 
indication of which trees would have to be removed.  It also showed the total solar panel electricity that would 
be produced compared to the total electric usage for the year.   

 

Mr. West said that Mrs. Wade-Dorman prepared the bid package in coordination with our consultant.  
Also, the team of Village employees attending the meeting could answer any questions that Council may have 
regarding to the solar project.   

 

Staff provided the following additional information as a result of questions from Council:   

 

• This project should qualify for the 30% reimbursement credit, ITC.  However, the 10% ITC is 
questionable due to the fact that solar panels are mostly produced outside the US. 

• The solar panels would be outside the 300 ft setback requirement from the well fields 

• Silicon-based panels are being spec’d so there would be no environmental effect on the well field (there 
could be a possible 10% upcharge on these panels). 

• Though there is some question if they could provide all the panels required, Kokosing has been in business 
since 1952 and it is a very large company with their solar division being in business for 20 years. 

• The preferred bid is the one which replaces the gravel with grass and reduces the total cost to $1,904,185.  
This cost is subject to changes due to the final spec of the solar panels; Kokosing would represent in the 
final contracts that we qualify for the ITC – the credit of 30%. 

 

Council agreed that staff should move forward on the solar panel project for final negotiations and cost 
determination to include the 30% tax credit. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member Sewell directed Council’s attention to a memo 
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titled, “Finance Committee”.  She reported that the Finance committee met on September 9, 2022 to review 
several items in advance of the Council meeting.  Copies of the Finance committee minutes are included in the 
Council packet.   

 

Council member Sewell directed Council’s attention to the financial statements for August 2022 which 
were included in the Council packet.  Council member Sewell presented the following financial report: 

 

a. Income Tax Receipts:  The Village received $132,701, which was $46,000 more than received in 
August 2021.  Year-to-date receipts are 143% of budget.   

b. Operating Disbursements:  Operating expenditures equated to $1,549,113 which was $472,000 
more than August 2021.  This is due to August 2022 being one of two months that has three pay 
periods. 

c. CIRF:  Disbursements totaled $552,464.  They mainly are affiliated with street resurfacing and 
completion of the Public Works roof.   

d. Water Works Receipts:  Water usage receipts were $398,000 which was approximately $96,000 
more than August 2021 receipts.  Year-to-date cash receipts are 55% of budget.   

e. Water Works Disbursements:  Total operating disbursements were $487,701 which is 
approximately $54,000 more than August 2021.  This is due to August 2022 being one of two 
months that has three pay periods.   

f. Water Works CRF:  Disbursements totaled $48,018.  This is for a truck purchase. 

g. Long Term Debt:  There was no activity. 

h. Cash and Investments:  Total month-end cash and investments were $53,078,662 compared to 
$54,610,671 in July 2022 and $45,308,173 in August 2021.  A significant difference from last year 
is due to a few unusually high tax payments received in 2022.  In addition, many 2021 capital 
expenditures rolled into 2022 for completion while 2022 projects are delayed due to material 
delivery issues being experiences throughout the country.   

i. Rowe Funds:  The market value as of August 31st was $4,313,491 which was a 15% decrease 
since December 31, 2021.  The decrease is attributed to the current economic challenges facing the 
entire country.   

j. Green Areas Funds:  The total market value for investments and cash as of August 31st was 
$4,233,706.   

 

Council member Sewell reported that the Finance committee reviewed the preliminary 2023 operating 
and capital budget.  She said the review included the following departments: 

 

a. City Council:  The initial operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates to 
a 7.5% decrease.  This is attributed to the recodification process that takes place every two years.   

b. Finance:  The initial operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates to a 9% 
decrease.  This is attributed to the one time purchase of budgeting and upgraded financial software 
packages in 2022.   

c. City Manager:  The initial operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates 
to a 4% increase which includes a one-time purchase of human resource operations software.   

d. Technology Services:  The initial operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison 
equates to a 49% increase.  This mainly is attributed to the addition of a cybersecurity monitoring 
system that incorporates seventeen controls from the NIST 800-171 framework.  In addition, the 
Capital Improvement Revolving Fund (CIRF) includes a request for firewall replacements.   

e. Inspection/GIS:  The initial 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates to a 18% 
increase.  This is attributed to having the GIS Analyst position funded for a full year compared to 
only a partial year in 2022.   

 

Council member Sewell reported that the total 2023 preliminary operating budget of $14,747,253 
reflects a 5% increase compared to the 2022 year-end estimate.  The total CIRF budget of $4,195,450 reflects 
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a 43% decrease compared to the 2022 year-end estimate.  This decrease primarily is due to the one-time 
Blome Road bridge project and State Route 126 property purchase completed in 2022.   

 

Council member Sewell said that the entire budget still remains in preliminary stages with changes to 
estimates and reevaluation of requests being made on a continuous basis.  A revised total operating and CIRF 
budget will be presented at next month’s Finance committee meeting for review.   

 

 Council member Sewell reported that the Finance committee reviewed the annual Resolution 
Accepting the Amounts and Rates to be set by the Hamilton County Budget Commission.  This Resolution 
establishes Hamilton County’s tax rate to be levied within the 10-mill limitation (0.96) and the County’s 
estimation for the Village’s property tax receipts in 2023 ($877,440).  She said that the Finance committee 
recommends passage of this Resolution.   

 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AMOUNTS AND RATES AS SET FOR THE 
CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL BY THE BUDGET 
COMMISSION, AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND 
CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Byer, the Resolution was 
passed by voice vote 6-0.  Mayor McGraw declared Resolution number 13-22 adopted.  

 

LAW COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member Hidy directed Council’s attention to a memo titled, “Law 
Committee”.  He reported that the Law committee met on September 8, 2022 to review several items in 
advance of the Council meeting.  Copies of the meeting minutes are included in the Council packet.   

 

 Council member Hidy reported that the Law committee discussed a resident’s request to change the 
name of a Village street to honor a member of the community for the tragedy which occurred on Given Road.  
The Law committee understood and empathized with the reasons for the request.  The Law committee 
addressed concerns of setting precedent while also highlighting the confusion that can occur, most particularly 
in emergency situations, with changes in long-standing street names.  Because of these concerns, the Law 
committee asked Village staff to discuss with the resident other ways to honor his friend and neighbor.   

 

 Council member Hidy reported that the Law committee convened into Executive Session for the 
purpose of discussing legal and property related matters. 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member Byer directed Council’s attention 
to a memo titled, “Buildings and Grounds Committee”.  He reported that the Buildings and Grounds 
committee met on September 9, 2022 to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.  Copies of 
the meeting minutes were included in the Council packet.    

 

Council member Byer reported that routine maintenance was performed on buildings, grounds and 
parks.  While this is labeled, “routine”, it is important work that ensures the facilities meet expectations, 
including removing falling trees, bridle trails and preparing fields for fall sports.   

 

Council member Byer said that the project management report showed that the Grand Valley usage 
remained high in August.  Green Areas gifts and a Bridle Trail easement were also reviewed.  Updates were 
also provided on the Green Areas Forestry Management Plan, Little Red Schoolhouse septic project, 
Redbirdhollow project, Reforest the Hill program, Sycamore Creek Restoration & Habitat Enhancement, 
Public Works Roof Retrofit and Phinney House upgrades.   

 

Council member Byer reported that the Buildings and Grounds committee reviewed the preliminary 
2023 operating and capital improvement budgets.  Presentations from the staff at the meeting included the 
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departments listed below with significant recommendations as follows: 

a. Shooting Range:  The operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates to 
a 16% decrease.  This decrease is due to completion of a $65,000 paving project in 2022.  The 
2023 budget includes a request to make the part-time Shooting Range Manager a full-time 
position.  Mr. Steuerwald will provide background on this request at next month’s Buildings 
and Grounds committee meeting. 

 

Many of the increased expenditures, such as programming and ammunition, are offset by 
revenues.  Equipment requests include two target throwers, five stand covers and a tool shed.  
The Shooting Range is self-sufficient with the revenues from memberships and user fees being 
used toward expenditures.  No General Fund revenues subsidize this account.   

b. Parks:  The operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates to an 18% 
increase.  This increase is due to a part-time position that was not fully utilized in 2022 but 
fully funded in 2023 as well as equipment needs that include the replacement of two zero turn 
mowers and the addition of a fertilizer applicator ride.  The Capital Improvement Revolving 
Fund (CIRF) includes a request for the replacement of a tractor.   

c. Recreation – Due to the very recent transition to the Recreation Program Manager position, 
this department will be evaluated as the new person becomes more familiar with the budget.  
An updated spreadsheet will be reviewed at next month’s Buildings and Grounds committee 
meeting.  The General Fund supplements only personnel costs as all sport budgets must remain 
self-sufficient.   

d. Buildings and Grounds – The operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison 
equates to a 6% increase.  This is due to the addition of security cameras at Livingston Lodge 
as well as the replacement of a drinking fountain, exhaust fan repairs and replacement of a tube 
heater at the Public Works facility.   

e. Bridle Trails – The operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates to an 
unusual increase mainly due to the inability to fill a vacant part-time position.  However, the 
position is anticipated to be filled and fully funded in 2023.  

f. Green Areas – The operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates to an 
8% decrease mainly due to completion of an urban forestry study in 2022.  Supply requests 
include a chain and GPS unit.  This account is funded by the interest and dividends from the 
Green Area Endowment Fund.  No General Fund revenues subsidize this account.   

g. Grand Valley – The operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates to a 
11% decrease mainly due to the completion of a storage facility project in 2022.  Contractual 
services include minnow stocking, dog access steps repair, erosion control and trail drainage 
improvements.  In addition, CIRF includes paving the drive to the south boat ramp.   

h. Rowe Arboretum – The operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates 
to a 12% increase.  This mainly is due to the inclusion of paving at the east gravel walking 
path.  Equipment requests include the fifth phase of an eight-year deer fence replacement 
program and an enclosed trailer.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member Krehbiel directed Council’s attention to a 
memo titled, “Public Works Committee”.  He reported that the Public Works committee met on September 7, 
2022 to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.  He said that a copy of the meeting minutes is 
included in the Council packet.   

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that staff provided the departmental activity and project 
management reports prior to the meeting to allow time for 2023 budget discussions.  Copies of the reports are 
included in the Council packet.   

 

 Council member Krehbiel reported that the Public Works committee reviewed the preliminary 2023 
Public Works operating and capital improvement and replacement fund (CIRF).  It includes the departments 
listed below with significant requests as follows:   
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a. Waste/Recycling Collection – The operating 2022 year-end budget to 2023 budget comparison 
equates to a 4% increase.  This is attributed to the annual volatility of the recycling disposal charge 
and the significant, nationwide gas price increases throughout 2022. 

 

Under the CIRF, requests include replacement of two collection carts which experienced a 54% 
price increase in 2022 due to current economic conditions.  

b. Snow Removal – The operating 2022 year-end budget to 2023 budget comparison equates to a 
32% increase due to a very mild winter season that equates to low usage of overtime and salt.  
However, each budget year, the overtime and salt accounts are fully funded as weather is 
unpredictable. 

c. Street Maintenance and Repair – The operating 2022 year-end estimate compared to the 2023 
budget equates to a 7% increase.  This is attributed to the nationwide gas price and construction 
material increases.  Equipment requests include the replacement of high school flashing light and 
GPS equipment.  Contractual services include the replacement of guardrail along Hopewell Road. 

 

Under the CIRF, requests include $1,000,000 for the Village’s overall street resurfacing program 
that accommodates concrete curb, flex mat and crack sealing as well as paving approximately six 
streets, including Given Road and Remington Road.  Other requests are culvert replacements on 
Loveland-Madeira, Hopewell and Shawnee Run Roads, stream restoration at Sycamore Creek 
(100% fully grant funded) and structural evaluations of Given and Varner Roads.  It also includes 
the replacement of two pick-up trucks which experienced a 30% price increase in 2022 due to 
current economic conditions.  

  

d. State Highway Maintenance – The unusual 84% decrease in this account from 2022 year-end 
estimate to 2023 budget is due to the completion of a $45,000 landslide repair on State Route 126 
in 2022.  This account is a state mandated and self-sufficient fund that is earmarked for state 
highways.  Therefore, expenditures can only be used for the repairs and maintenance associated 
with areas of State Route 126 that fall within the Village.  Revenues are derived from state gas and 
auto taxes only.  No General Fund revenues are utilized. 

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that staff indicated that these recommendations remain preliminary 
and changes continue to be made to line items to ensure cost efficiencies.  Any revisions will be reviewed at 
the October committee meeting.   

 

 Council member Krehbiel reported that subsequent to the meeting, Ms. Wade-Dorman presented a 
recommendation for an Ordinance to enter into a contract with ODOT for bridge inspection services.  In 2017, 
the Village joined ODOT’s Municipal Bridge Inspection Services Program.  The current program is ending on 
December 31, 2022.  This Ordinance will allow the contract to be extended for another three years.  The 
program is provided by both ODOT and the Federal Highway Association (FHWA) at no cost to the Village.  
The Public Works committee agreed to recommend emergency passage of this Ordinance.   

 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO 
A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL 
AND THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORATION RELATIVE TO 
THE BRIDGE INSPECTION PROGRAM SERVICES, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY was presented and read.   

 

 Council member Krehbiel made a motion to waive the three readings of the Ordinance.  The motion 
was seconded by Council member Byer and was passed by roll call vote 6-0.   

 

Council moved into Emergency Session.   

 

Council member Krehbiel made a motion to pass an emergency Ordinance authorizing the City 
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Manager to enter into a contract between the City of the Village of Indian Hill and the Ohio Department of 
Transportation relative to the bridge inspection program services, and declaring an emergency.  The motion 
was seconded by Council member Byer and was passed by roll call vote 6-0.  Mayor McGraw declared 
Ordinance 09-22 enacted.   

 

Council returned to Regular Session. 

 

WATER WORKS REPORT:  Council member Isphording directed Council’s attention to a memo titled, 
“Water Works and Deregulation Committee”.  She reported that the committee met on September 7, 2022 to 
review several items in advance of the Council meeting.  Copies of the meeting minutes are included in the 
Council packet.   

 

Council member Isphording reported that staff provided the departmental activity and project 
management reports prior to the meeting to allow time for 2023 budget discussions.  Copies of the reports are 
included in the Council packet.   

 

Council member Isphording reported that the Water Works committee reviewed the preliminary 2023 
Water Works operating and CRF budgets.  She presented the following highlights: 

 

a. Salaries – 2022 year-end are expected to be underbudget due to the inability to fill the part-time 
position.  The 2023 budget includes a fully funded part-time position and step increases for five out 
of eleven positions within the department. 

b. Gasoline – Higher due to nationwide price increases. 

c. R&M Wells – Cleaning and repairing of one well in 2023 compared to two in 2022. 

d. Chemicals – Incurred a 40% price increase due to current economic conditions. 

e. Equipment – includes two GPS units and two trash pumps. 

f. Building Improvements – Includes garage door repairs and desiccant for water treatment plant 
humidifier. 

 

Council member Isphording reported that the total 2023 preliminary operating budget of $2,600,000 
(less sewer reimbursements to Metropolitan Sewer District & Madeira) reflects a 4% increase compared to the 
2022 year-end estimate.   

 

Council member Isphording reported that the total 2023 Capital Replacement Fund (CRF) budget of 
$2,100,000 reflects a 70% increase compared to the 2022 year-end estimate.  This is largely attributed to the 
delay of the 2022 Miami Road water main project ($745,000) to assist in accommodating higher costs on 
other projects attributed to the current economic conditions.  Requested items include repairs to the high 
service pump, Blome Road watermain project and replacement of three pickup trucks.   

 

Council member Isphording reported that in 2021, a second Water Works Bond Fund was created to 
account for the $5,600,000 bond that will be utilized for three water main replacements on Given Road 
between 2021-2023. 

 

SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT:  Mayor McGraw directed Council’s attention to a memo titled, “Safety 
Committee”.  He reported that the Safety committee met on September 8, 2022 to review several items in 
advance of the Council meeting.  Copies of the meeting minutes are included in the Council packet.   

 

 Mayor McGraw reported that Chief Oughterson presented the preliminary 2023 joint Fire District 
budget.  The Village’s operating and capital expenditures are based on 50% of the fire district budget with the 
City of Madeira being responsible for the other 50%.  Mayor McGraw emphasized that this is preliminary and 
that had not been reviewed with the Fire District Board.   
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 Mayor McGraw reported that the overall Fire District’s initial operating 2022 year-end estimate 
compared to 2023 budget equates to a 5% increase.  This is due to overtime hours needed to be readjusted to 
ensure an average daily staffing of eight personnel.  The expenditures include the offset of an estimated 
$100,000 that the Village will receive in Medicare/Medicaid reimbursements.  For the first time since 2009, 
the fire budget includes an increase in the capital budget from $175,000 per year to $200,000 per year.   

 

 Mayor McGraw reported that Colonel Schlie presented the preliminary 2023 Police department 
operating and CIRF budget.  He said that overall, the Police department’s initial operating 2022 year-end 
estimate compared to the 2023 budget is a 3.5% increase.  The increase is attributed to policy software 
renewal and license plate reading security cameras.   

 

 Mayor McGraw reported that Colonel Schlie highlighted a donation to the Ranger Fund of $40,000 
from a resident who has contributed on two previous occasions.   

 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT:  Mayor McGraw, in Council member Manning’s absence, directed 
Council’s attention to a memo titled, “Planning Commission”.  Mayor McGraw reported that the Planning 
Commission met on August 16, 2022 to review one request. 

 

 Mayor McGraw reported that the Planning Commission approved a request for Final Plat approval for 
The Meadows of Peterloon Subdivision, Phase 2.  The proposal was accepted to subdivide 50.57 acres into 
thirteen single family residential building lots and 8.5457 acres of green area gifts.   

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  Assistant City Manager, Jon West reported that Halloween will be held on 
October 31st from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

There being no further business to come before Council, Mayor McGraw declared the meeting 
adjourned. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

             

Donald C. McGraw, Mayor 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      

Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 
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Address to City Council 

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to talk about Hindus of America We are pleased to celebrate this 

month as second Hindu Heritage Month. More than dozen States have declared October 2022 as Hindu 

Heritage Month. Tonight, I would like to give you brief overview on Hindu community in America. We have 

been a significant part of the national mosaic for more than eight (8) decades.  

 

Today, it is estimated that there are close to six million Hindus in USA or close to 2% of the US population.  

There are several million more Americans who have incorporated one or more Hindu practices in their daily 

lives.  The earliest Hindu immigration to the US was recorded in 1600s. Hindus started migrating in 

significant numbers in mid 1900s. The majority have emigrated from India, the rest from Nepal, Bangladesh, 

Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Indonesia, the African continent, United Kingdom, Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana. 

There are also some Hindus that came as refugees from Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Bhutan. 

 

Now the 2nd and 3rd generations of American Hindus are carrying forward their parents’, grandparents’ 

religion, and cultural tradition of valuing education and hard work. They are working in every field like 

science, technology, engineering, medicine, business, education, law, journalism, politics, judiciary, armed 

forces, space exploration or anything else. In every field, you will find American Hindus excelling, while 

striving to bring about equitable freedom, education, and social justice in our everyday lives.  

 

I would like to share some basic beliefs: 

• Inclusive and Pluralist views: 

 There is one Truth; Wise describe it variously (Ekam Sat, Viprah Bahuda Vadanti) 

 Respect for all viewpoints; Hindus have long tradition of resolving differences through 

dialog (shastrath) 

 Everyone is free to follow the path that suits him/her; anyone can achieve self-realization 

(not limited to an exclusive group)  

• Ahimsa (Nonviolence) towards all - animate as well as inanimate 

 Follows directly from slogan “ Whole world is one family” 

 Nature is seen as an entity with its rights and responsibilities, not a property to be owned 

and exploited 

• Reverence for knowledge and the Guru (teacher) 

 Our defining moto is “Tamso ma jyotiragamya”: Lead me from Darkness (ignorance) unto 

light (knowledge) 

 Knowledge is seen as Goddess Saraswati, hence deserving reverence. 

 The transmitter of knowledge, the Guru, is given utmost respect  

• Close-knit and stable family system 

 In traditional Hindu society, the basic building block of society is family, not individuals. 

 Traditionally, multiple generations live under one roof as Joint family 

 Respect for elders—parents, grandparents, neighbors, even strangers 

• Seva and Charity 

 Selfless service of humanity – service without expectation of any reward or 

recognition. Hindutva epitomizes human rights, animal rights, environment protection and 

sustainable and harmonious living. 

 

In spite of our law abiding, peaceful, “living in harmony with all” nature, I am saddened to say there are hate-

campaigns targeting us; often emerge from communities with vested geopolitical agendas. Powered by almost 

unlimited funds they play a dominant role in the media and academia and have a noticeable influence on the 
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American politics.  

We ask you to join us in celebrating and recognizing October as Hindu Heritage Month, this year and in the 

future. In closing I would like to say if an issue concerning Hindus arises, we would request the City 

government to collaborate with us for a resolution. Thank you again for your time and attention.  
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The Finance Committee met at 8:00 a.m. on October 7, 2022 in Council Chambers. Mayor McGraw, Vice 

Mayor Krehbiel, Mrs. Sewell (via phone), and Mr. Hidy (via phone) were the Council members in attendance. 

Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Riordan and Mr. Gully (via phone) were the staff members in attendance. 

1. Mr. Riordan provided the September Financial statements (Financial Statements Attached): 
 

a. Income Tax Receipts: The Village received $535,695 which is $95,000 more than received in 
September 2021. Year to date cash receipts are 147% of budget.  

b. Operating Disbursements: Operating expenditures equate to $1,141,850 which is $153,000 less 
than September 2021. This is due to September 2021 being one of two months that had three pay 
periods. 

c. CIRF: Disbursements totaled $926,537. They are affiliated with street resurfacing, Muchmore 
landslide and completion of Blome Road bridge. 

d. Water Works Receipts: Water usage receipts were $352,665 which is approximately $3,000 less 
than September 2021 receipts. Year to date cash receipts are 64% of budget. 

e. Water Works Disbursements: Total operating disbursements are $628,737 which is 
approximately $97,000 more than September 2021. This is due to roof repairs, rebuild of booster 
pump and generator upgrade.  

f. Water Works CIRF:  Disbursements totaled $0. This is due to pending payment applications for 
water main project. 

g. Long Term Debt:   Interest payments are made in May and November, and the annual principal 
payment will be made in November. 

h. Cash and Investments: Total month end cash and investments were $52,096,042 compared to 
$53,078,662 in August 2022 and $44,423,413 in September 2021. A significant difference from 
last year is due to a few unusually high tax payments received in 2022. In addition, many 2021 
capital expenditures rolled into 2022 for completion while 2022 projects are delayed due to 
material delivery issues being experienced throughout the country. 

i. Rowe Funds: The market value as of September 30th  is $4,002,181 which is a 19% decrease since 
December 31, 2021. The decrease is attributed to the current economic challenges facing the entire 
country. The total unrecognized gain is $637,211. Total monthly operating receipts, including 
dividends/interest, were $12,872 with monthly operating expenses totaling $14,827 and investment 
sale net gain of $3,912. 

j. Green Areas Funds: The total market value for investments and cash as of September 30th is 
$3,928,186. The total unrecognized gain for investments and cash is $2,132,958. Total monthly 
earnings equate to $13,109 with monthly expenses totaling $2,663. 

 

2. Staff provided a summary of the significant changes to the overall 2023 preliminary budget since last 
month’s budget meetings with Council Committees. The most significant changes include: 1) addition 
of a culvert replacement project on Spooky Ridge 2) addition of a landslide project on Hopewell Road; 
and 3) an increase in pricing for GPS units. 
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3. The Committee reviewed the Operating Overage (Shortfall) Summary Statement which anticipates the 
total 2022 year-end revenues to be $7.9 million (49%) more than budgeted. The significant increase 
from last year is due to a few unusually high tax payments received in 2022. The 2022 year-end 
operating expenditures are anticipated to come in $191,704 less or 99% of budget.  

 

4. The Committee also reviewed the Operating Overage (Shortfall) Summary statement for all other 
Fund accounts – Water Works, Bridle Trails, Rowe Arboretum, Shooting Club, Recreation, Green 
Areas and Water Works.   

 

5. The Committee began its annual income tax rate review.  The unusually high income tax receipts for 
this year are a highlight that will be a significant factor as the income tax analysis sheet is finalized 
and presented for discussion at next month’s Finance Committee meeting.  

 

6. As a follow up to last month’s discussions on investment options for the Green Areas Unrestricted 
Fund, staff presented two options – combine it with the Green Area Endowment Fund investments in 
the Vanguard account or utilize the STAR (State Treasury Asset Reserve) Fund. This fund provides 
the opportunity to combine reserves with other Ohio government subdivisions to invest in a highly 
rated public investment pool. The funds are invested in US Treasuries, US government agency 
securities, certificate of deposits and collateralized bank deposits. The current rate for STAR is 3% 
while the bond market has experienced losses this year. Due to volatility in both the stock and bond 
markets, the Committee recommended placing the Green Areas Unrestricted funds into the STAR 
account. This also provides liquidity needs if the funds are needed for upcoming green area projects. 
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The Law Committee met on October 6, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. in Council Chambers. Council members included 

Mayor McGraw, Mrs. Sewell, Mr. Hidy and Mrs. Isphording.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Phillips, and Mrs. 

Chaney were the staff members in attendance. 

1. Staff provided an update on discussions with the Indian Hill Historical Society regarding its interest in 
expanding. 

 
2. Mrs. Chaney presented a recommendation to adopt the 2022 S-16 supplement to the Code of 

Ordinances on an emergency basis.  Every two years, the Village updates its documented and virtual 
Code of Ordinances with legislation that has been passed since the last update in November 2020.  Per 
the Ohio Revised Code, Council is required to formally accept the updates in addition to any statewide 
laws that have been passed over the last two years.  The Committee agreed to recommend emergency 
passage of updating the Code of Ordinances in order to insert such supplement immediately upon 
passage (Emergency Ordinance attached).  

 
3. Mayor McGraw requested to convene into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the 

September legal activity report that includes conducting a conference with an attorney for the public 
body concerning disputes involving the public body that are the subject of pending or imminent court 
action and to consider the purchase of property for public purposes or the sale of property.  Mr. Hidy 
seconded the motion, the motion passed, and the Committee convened into Executive Session.  Mayor 
McGraw made a motion to come out of Executive Session with Mr. Hidy seconding the motion.   
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ORDINANCE NO.  -22 
 

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING AND ADOPTING THE 2022 S-16 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF 
THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, OHIO, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY 
 

 WHEREAS, American Legal Publishing Corporation of Cincinnati, Ohio has completed the 2022 
supplement to the Code of Ordinances of the City of the Village of Indian Hill, which supplement contains all 
ordinances of a general and permanent nature enacted since the prior supplement in 2020. This updated 
supplement contains Local legislation current through December 13, 2021 and State legislation current 
through December 31, 2021, referred to as the 2022 S-16 Supplement; and 
 

WHEREAS, American Legal Publishing Corporation has recommended the revision or addition of 
certain sections of the Code of Ordinances, which are based on or make reference to sections of the Ohio 
Revised Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Council to accept these updated sections in accordance with the 
changes of the law of the State of Ohio through December 31, 2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide for the usual daily operation of the municipality and for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and general welfare of the municipality that this 
ordinance take effect at an early date. 
 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY  
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF 
INDIAN HILL, OHIO: 

 
 Section 1. That the 2022 S-16 Supplement to the Code of Ordinances of the City of the Village of 
Indian Hill as submitted by American Legal Publishing Corporation of Cincinnati, Ohio, be and the same is 
hereby adopted by reference as if set out in its entirety. 
 
 Section 2. Such supplement shall be deemed published as of the day of its adoption and approval 
by City Council and the Clerk is hereby authorized and ordered to insert such supplement into the copy of the 
Code of Ordinances kept on file in the Office of the Clerk. 
 
 Section 3. The three-reading requirement of Indian Hill Charter Section 3.1 is waived upon 
passage of this Ordinance by a vote of at least five members of Council. 
 
 Section 4. This ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the peace, health, safety and general welfare of the people of this municipality, and shall take 
effect at the earliest date provided by law. 
 
 
       PASSED: October 17, 2022 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Donald C. McGraw, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 
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The Buildings and Grounds Committee met at 8:30 a.m. on October 11, 2022 in Council Chambers. Mayor 

McGraw, Vice Mayor Krehbiel, Mrs. Sewell (via phone), Mr. Manning, Mr. Hidy and Mr. Byer were the 

Council members in attendance. Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Adkins, Mr. Steuerwald, Mrs. Fink, and Mrs. 

Wade-Dorman were the staff members in attendance.   

 
1. The Departmental Activity and Project Management reports were sent to the Committee for review prior 

to the meeting (Reports attached).  

 
2. Mr. Steuerwald, Shooting Range Manager, continued the presentation of the 2023 Shooting Range 

preliminary budget from last month. He provided background on the request to change the Shooting Range 
Manager position from part time to full time. Over the years, the position has taken on more 
responsibilities as it relates to maintenance, financials and the significant capital projects derived from the 
2020 Master Plan initiative. In addition, the Shooting Club Advisory Committee has recommended 
increases in programming options, including archery and education. After discussion, the Committee 
agreed with the recommendation due to the Shooting Club being self-sufficient and not reliant on the 
general fund. 
 

3. Mrs. Fink, Recreation Program Manager, presented the Recreation Fund 2023 preliminary budget. The 
operating 2022 year-end estimate to 2023 budget comparison equates to a 24% increase. This increase is 
due to the change of the part time position to full time. In addition, it includes upgrading the current 
software package to a more efficient and user-friendly edition. It also includes the addition of a new 
baseball academy, boys’ volleyball, and field hockey. All sports programs are self-supported by fees.  
 

4. Mr. Byer requested the Village recognize long time Recreation Commission members who are retiring – 
Mr. Jack Alley, Mr. John Rabenold, Mr. John Blazic and Mrs. Leigh Anne Meuer. Mrs. Fink will work 
with the dedicated volunteers and the Public Works Department to determine the appropriate locations for 
a tree planting with tags representing the honorees.  Subsequent to the meeting, it also was decided that 
Proclamations would be presented to these generous volunteers at the annual Coaches’ Dinner on October 
23rd. 
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Committee Reports—Buildings & Grounds 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING  
OCTOBER 11, 2022 

ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 

 
Buildings and Grounds 
• Performed routine maintenance at all facilities  
• Installed new can lighting inside the entrance at the Phinney House  
• Repaired air line reel for mechanics at the Public Works / Water Works facility 
• Began trimming trees and clearing honeysuckle at 7060 & 7070 Glendale Milford Road property 
• Cleared honeysuckle at Lower Gun Range 
• Installed new sump pump line at Red School House 

 
Green Areas Maintenance 
• Repaired rear entrance gate at Grand Valley 
• Cleared hazardous trees at Boy Scout Camp and near 1 Vorhees Drive 
• Continued watering newly planted trees in Green Areas 
 
Park Maintenance 
• Performed routine maintenance at all park facilities 
• Repaired irrigation line at Camp Dennison Park 

 
Recreational Field Maintenance 
• Performed routine field maintenance  
• Repaired soccer nets at Kugler Mill Fields and Livingston Fields  
 
Bridle Trails Maintenance 
• Cleared fallen trees from C-Trails, M-Trails and U-Trails 
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BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING 
October 11, 2022 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
GRAND VALLEY  
Attendance:                  August 2022         September 2022 
 Total*                               2300                            2086 
  Daily Average**                                     65                       64 
 Weekend Average***                                  203                              170 
 *Denotes Actual Preserve Facility Users (card swipes) 
 **Denotes Each Day Monday thru Friday    

***Denotes Both Saturday & Sunday Together 
  
Sharon Pollard Gill Memorial Overlook: Although not originally scheduled as a project for 2022, Bob Gill 
approached the Village with a donation to develop a Memorial for his wife. To date, the Village has received 
$110,675.00 towards this project. Staff worked with Bob Gill and Stride Studios to develop the Sharon Pollard 
Gill Memorial Overlook. Plans were developed and the project advertised on September 21 & 28.  This 
project was listed and is consistent with the 2015 Grand Valley Master Plan.  On October 6, 2022 at 10:00am, 
the Village opened bids for the Sharon Pollard Gill Memorial Overlook project. The Village received bids 
from three qualified companies. Unfortunately, one bid was disqualified as a bid bond was not attached. Evans 
Landscaping’s bid of $94,125.00 is the apparent lowest & best bid.  
 
Sharon Pollard Gill Memorial Overlook 
 

Donations Received:    $110,675.00  
 

Bid Results: 
Engineer’s Estimate   $100,000.00  
 
Evans Landscaping   $ 94,125.00 Apparent Lowest & Best Bid 
Oheil Site Solutions    $ 96,000.00  
 

GREEN AREA GIFTS IN PROGRESS 
1. The Nature Conservancy donation ~54 acres.  TNC would like us to complete the survey before 

transferring the property.  We have asked them to pay half the cost to survey otherwise we would like 
to proceed with the transfer per the agreement.  Phone conference scheduled for 10/10.       

2. Meadows of Peterloon Subdivision, Phase 1B – 14.846 acres.   
3. Twin Fences at Peterloon Farm Subdivision, Phase 2B – 1.7166 acres.   
4. 6605 Given Road – 2.5-acre green area gift – The partial mortgage release approved by the lender was 

not recorded properly.  They have revised and sent to be recorded again.  Once that is complete, we 
will be able to complete the gift.   

5. Bridle Trail easement across 8600 Bridgewater Lane.  The easement has been recorded.   
 
OAK WILT 
A second tree was confirmed to have oak wilt, located near Indian Hill Road at Old Indian Hill Road.  The 
homeowner will be having Shawnee Tree remove the tree and properly dispose of it.  The Village will be 
collecting samples from two trees nearby to send to the lab for testing.  Ryan Hermann, GIS Analyst, is 
working with Jason Donovan to create a GIS layer to track positive locations and all the sample locations.   
 
GREEN AREAS FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
Davey Resource Group (DRG) provided staff with a preliminary rough draft to gather comments and feedback 
on the formatting of the report.  DRG will be presenting the plan to GAAC on 11/2 and to Council on 11/21.       
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LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE SEPTIC 
The septic system install is complete and in operation.  HCPH completed and approved the final inspection on 
10/6.     
 
ROWE ARBORETUM  
The Rowe Arboretum Advisory Committee met on Wednesday 10/5.   

 
REDBIRDHOLLOW 
Staff received a response from Harvey Knowles with the HOA. Harvey stated that he reviewed the Code of 
Regulations of the Red Bird Hollow Association. The Code of Regulations mandates that the "Purpose" of the 
Red Bird Hollow Association will be to "preserve" the Hollow "forever in its natural state". In almost every 
paragraph, there is more language stating that the "natural state of the (Hollow) shall not be disturbed". In 
sum, the Code of Regulations prohibits the restoration project. Harvey also spoke to several members about 
the restoration project and there was no support for the Project.  
 
Stream Restoration Specialists is currently completing a project on Hopewell Road and will be mobilizing to 
Redbird Hollow in early November. As part of the grant, construction was to be completed by the end of this 
November. Because of the original weather delays to fall and the recent experienced delays in receiving 
materials, an extension for project completion has been requested from OPWC. 
 
REFOREST THE HILL PROGRAM 
A total of seventeen residents donated $19,625 toward the 2022 Reforest the Hill. Jason Donovan is working 
to order the plants and contract out the installation for this year’s program. Staff met to finalize next year’s 
planting locations to prepare and schedule clearing invasives from the selected areas. 
 
SYCAMORE CREEK RESTORATION & HABITAT ENHANCEMENT 
Staff met with MSD to discuss the project and sewer easement. During the title work, it was discovered that 
the sewer easement for the existing sanitary sewer main was never signed by the Village. In order to proceed 
forward with this project, an easement must be granted to MSD prior to recording the Environmental 
Covenant to Ohio EPA. The final management plan is due to Ohio EPA on October 31st.   
 
PHINNEY HOUSE UPGRADES 
HuDawn has completed the project including the installation of the replacement locks. IT staff has moved 
back into their office area. Staff is waiting on the final invoice from HuDawn to close this project out. 
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The Public Works Committee met at 8:00 a.m. on October 11, 2022 in Council Chambers. Mayor McGraw, 

Vice Mayor Krehbiel, Mrs. Sewell (via phone), Mr. Manning, Mr. Hidy and Mr. Byer were the Council 

members in attendance. Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Adkins, and Mrs. Wade-Dorman were the staff 

members in attendance.   

1. The Departmental Activity and Project Management reports were reviewed prior to the meeting (Reports 

attached). 

 
2. Staff presented changes to the CIRF budget since the last meeting. They included the addition of a culvert 

replacement on Spooky Ridge as well as an addition of a landslide pier wall on Hopewell Road. 

3. Mrs. Wade-Dorman presented a Resolution authorizing the conveyance of a sanitary sewer easement to 
Hamilton County to be used by the Metropolitan Sewer District as it is needed to proceed with the 
upcoming Sycamore stream restoration project. After discussion, the Committee agreed to recommend the 
Resolution for approval (Resolution attached). 
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Committee Reports—Public Works 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
OCTOBER 11, 2022 

ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 

• Picked up brush, bags, limbs, and litter at various locations throughout the Village  
• Cleared trees from the right-of-way on Kugler Mill Road and Muchmore Road 
• Trimmed honeysuckle with road mower on Kugler Mill Road, Loveland Madeira Road, Muchmore 

Road, and Walton Creek Road 
• Continued pier wall inspections   
• Improved drainage ways on Given Road, Graves Road, and Miralake Drive 
• Repaired drainage pipe separation at 6125 Shadyglen Lane 
• Installed two new parapet walls on Loveland Madeira Road near Sleepy Hollow Drive 
• Repaired blacktop failures on Blome Road and Spooky Hollow Road 
• Contracted with Mills Fence to repair metal guardrail on Loveland Madeira Road and Muchmore 

Road 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
OCTOBER 11, 2022 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
2022 Street Resurfacing Program: 

Because of the amount of paving required for the Muchmore Road slide area, staff requested John R. 
Jergensen Company to add this work and Indian Heights Drive to the 2022 Street Resurfacing Project’s 
existing contract street list. The additional paving work was completed on October 7th.  

 
Bridge Work: 

Blome Road Bridge – Staff continues working with the Hamilton County Engineer’s Office to review final 
pay quantities in preparation for closing out this project.  
 
McCane Lane Bridge – On October 4, Choice One Engineering provided the final construction drawings. 
Staff is preparing this project to be advertised and bid. 
  

Landslide Work: 
   Hopewell Gabion Wall Replacement/Maintenance - Stream Restoration Specialists continues to haul in 

material for the channel bed and has started restoration of the channel at the up-stream end and continues to 
work their way down-stream toward Weil Road.  

 
With the exposed erosion and voids along the back of the existing gabion baskets, staff requested the 
contractor to provide a cost estimate to address and stabilize the area up to the roadway. Because of the 
amount of material required to stabilize that area, the cost came in at over $110,000. In reviewing this area 
with Terracon, staff believes that a short pier wall could address the road stability for around half the cost. 
Terracon is currently working on a cost proposal to design a pier wall this year with construction scheduled 
in early 2023.  
 
2022 Pier Wall Projects 
JTM Smith Construction has completed the piers wall installations and culvert replacement on Muchmore 
Road. John R Jergensen completed the paving and the road was opened to all traffic on Monday October 10, 
2022. Staff is working to close out this project. 
 

Redbirdhollow – Staff received a response from Harvey Knowles with the HOA. Harvey stated that he 
reviewed the Code of Regulations of the Red Bird Hollow Association. The Code of Regulations mandates 
that the "Purpose" of the Red Bird Hollow Association will be to "preserve" the Hollow "forever in its 
natural state". In almost every paragraph, there is more language stating that the "natural state of the 
(Hollow) shall not be disturbed". In sum, the Code of Regulations prohibits the restoration project. Harvey 
also spoke to several members about the restoration project and there was no support for the Project.  

Stream Restoration Specialists is currently completing a project on Hopewell Road and will be mobilizing to 
Redbird Hollow in early November. As part of the grant, construction was to be completed by the end of this 
November. Because of the original weather delays to fall and the recent experienced delays in receiving 
materials, an extension for project completion has been requested from OPWC. 

 
Culvert Work: 

Loveland Madeira Culvert Maintenance – National Gunite has completed the culvert work at Keller Road 
and moved on to the next culvert. The steel mesh is installed on this culvert and headwalls. The contractor 
has started the lining process and should be completed by the end of this month with all work.   

 
Other: 

Sycamore Creek Restoration & Habitat Enhancement – Staff met with MSD to discuss the project and 
sewer easement. During the title work, it was discovered that the sewer easement for the existing sanitary 
sewer main was never signed by the Village. In order to proceed forward with this project, an easement must 
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be granted to MSD prior to recording the Environmental Covenant to Ohio EPA. The final management plan 
is due to Ohio EPA on October 31st.   
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The Water Works Committee met at 7:00 a.m. on October 11, 2022 in Council Chambers.  Mayor McGraw, 
Vice Mayor Krehbiel, Mrs. Sewell, Mrs. Isphording, Mr. Hidy, Mr. Manning and Mr. Byer were the Council 
members in attendance.   Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Gully, Mr. Adkins, Mr. Freson, Mr. Yeager and Mrs. 
Wade-Dorman were the staff members in attendance.   
 
1. The Departmental Activity and Project Management reports were reviewed prior to the meeting (Reports 

attached). 
 
2. Council members held a lengthy discussion regarding the future of the 1938 water tower.   Over the year, 

staff has presented the Committee with detailed background on the Tower’s current condition, the results 
of current and previous year engineering reports, and various options on how to mitigate the four 
highlighted issues: 1) deteriorating liner; 2) crumbling facade; 3) deteriorated, ineffective wood shingle 
roof; and 4) insufficient capacity. 

 
 The in-depth discussions centered on questions that Council members provided prior to the meeting. 

Options being considered included: 1) carbon steel tank lining with addition of underground storage tank; 
2) pool style liner with addition of underground tank; 3) new composite tank built on different location: 4) 
composite tank with decorative features built on current location; and 5) carbon steel tank upper structure 
with addition of underground tank. 

 
 Factors heavily considered by Council members included: 1) protecting water distribution safety: 2) cost – 

current and future; 3) effectiveness of final product: 4) risk factors during execution; 5) future needs of the 
system’s water customers; 6) timing: 7) aesthetics matching the rural character of Village: 8)  community 
input: 9) daily usage, production and backup availability statistics; 10) lifespan comparable; 11) relocation 
issues; and 12) outside influences such as Planning Commission approval and land purchasing ability. 

 
 After answering the previously submitted Council questions as well as additional questions that were 

asked throughout the meeting, each Council member provided their insight on moving forward.  Five of 
the seven Council members indicated that either their 1st or 2nd choice was to evaluate building a new tank 
in a different location.  Four of the Council members, either with their 1st or 2nd choice, favored building a 
composite tank with decorative features in the current location.  With these choices, staff was directed to 
take the first step of pursuing locations within the Village that are best suited for a new tower but also 
respectful to the Village’s rural character and neighbors.  Staff also will determine more refined costs for 
design and engineering of a relocated tower in addition to the rebuild of an aesthetically matching tower at 
the current location. 

 
3. At last month’s Council work session, Council asked staff to proceed with the solar panel project based on 

the following criteria: 
  

a. The 30% Incentive Tax Credit (ITC) from the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) is guaranteed: 
 

 With the general wording included in the current federal legislation and assurances from both 
the Village consultant and contractor, the Village will receive a reimbursement for up to 30% 
of the project’s total costs due to its inclusion of prevailing wage and an apprenticeship 
program.  However, staff will be unable to determine the total reimbursement until the federal 
government establishes the policies and procedures for the application process.  The timing of 
this has not been determined. 

Committee Reports—Water Works & Utility Deregulation 

Water Works and Deregulation Committee 

Elizabeth Isphording, Chairperson 

Steve Krehbiel 

Andrew Byer 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—October 17, 2022 

 
 The Village highly anticipates that any reimbursement would not be received until months after 

the project is complete.  
 
 In talking with the winning contractor, they have agreed to implement a Limited Notice To 

Proceed (LNTP) scope of work.  The LNTP scope and costs will include Kokosing performing 
the final design & engineering of the project.  Upon design & engineering completion, the 
Village will still have the ability to stop the project.  This will allow more time for the ITC 
policies to be created. 

 
 b. Update Council on the changes to the final budget numbers based on negotiations: 
 

 Staff held a meeting with the contractor to commence negotiations.  One of the significant 
decisions made revolved around utilizing the Hanwha Q.Cells. This was due to: 1) contractor’s 
ability to purchase panels without final decision on project’s commencement which reduces 
risk of price increases; and 2) the silicon material poses a decreased probability of the solar 
panels causing water quality issues if damaged. 

 
 The following are cost updates from the original RFP: 
  
  $2,210,842 – total project costs 

$115,950 for LNTP only (included in total project costs)  
$44,220—consultant to: 1) assist with ITC financing; 2) review specifications for  

  the construction products: 3) confirm the final product meets Village goals  
 

 c. Protection of the water wells and coordinating with OEPA  -Staff and contactor 
 continually will work in coordination with OEPA throughout the project to ensure water well 

safety.  
 
 With this follow up information, the Committee will recommend an additional appropriation of 

$160,000 to the General Fund to commence the design and engineering phase of the project 
(Emergency Ordinance attached). 
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WATER WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
OCTOBER 11, 2022 

ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 
Distribution System 
• Repaired two water main breaks totaling 38 for the year 
• Performed water main inspections for Abby Place, Given Road water main project, Indian Hill School 

project, and Meadows of Peterloon 
• Installed taps on Brill Road and Tances Drive 
 
Plant Operations 
• Responded to 276 customer service calls 
• Completed repairs to pump #1 in New Booster Station 
• Completed annual Lead and Copper sampling for OEPA  
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WATER WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
OCTOBER 11, 2022 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 
Bond Improvements 
 

Location 1: Given Road Water Main Replacement (Shawnee Run Road to Camargo Road) – Starting 
at Shawnee Run Road, JNT Excavating has completed installation of over 2,000 linear feet of 16” Class 53 
Ductile Iron Pipe. Staff worked with CCDS to push back to the start time to 8:30am. The contractor 
initially utilized the Rangers to flag traffic while working. Since the contractor has the water main installed 
past the CCDS entrance, this week the contractor replaced the Ranger flagging operation with a signal 
system for the pipe installation.  
 
Location 2: Given Road Water Main Replacement (Camargo Road to Spooky Hollow Road) – Evans 
Engineering is finalizing the drawings. Once received, this project will be ready for advertisement and 
bidding.  

 
2022 Water Treatment Softener Rehabilitation Project 

Construction is scheduled for later this fall in coordination with reduced water demand.   
 
Miami Road Water Main Replacement Engineering 

The Request for Proposals (RFP) for the design of a replacement water main on Miami Road from Rock 
Hill Lane to Annesdale Drive was sent out to 4 qualified Engineering firms. The deadline for the RFP 
submittal is October 14th. 
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The Public Safety Committee met at 7:30 a.m. on October 6, 2022 in Council Chambers. Mayor McGraw, 
Mrs. Sewell, Mrs. Isphording, and Mr. Hidy were the Council members in attendance. Mrs. Minneci, Mr. 
West, Colonel Schlie, and Chief Oughterson were the staff members in attendance.   
 
1. Chief Oughterson presented the September Fire/EMS Report (Report attached). EMS runs for September 

were 169 compared to 147 in September 2021. The Fire District is up 151 runs for the year compared to 
last year. 

 
2. Chief Oughterson highlighted a vehicle accident on Miami Road which involved the use of a small 

spreader to help evacuate the trapped driver. The driver had minor injuries. Chief Oughterson also 
discussed the Joint Fire district’s involvement with the LPGA tournament at the Kenwood Country Club. 

 
3. The Fire District performed training with the Leadership Academy which is one of several trainings 

funded through a $250,000 grant.  
 
4. Colonel Schlie presented the Rangers September Report (Report attached). Activities include: 1) juvenile 

cases; 2) theft and 3) general information.     
 
5. Colonel Schlie indicated that all the Rangers have completed their annual firearms training and are 

working on the 24-hour state mandated training that is due by November 30th. Colonel Schlie also 
discussed doing a traffic blitz at Spooky Ridge and Finley. 
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Indian Hill Rangers 
Safety Committee Meeting 

Case Summary 
September 8, 2022 ~ October 4, 2022 

 
9-12-22  Wanted Person case (IHPD) for FTA in Indian Hill Mayor’s Court (5 cases) 
9-13-22  General Information case 
9-20-22  General Information case 
9-22-22  Theft case 
9-26-22  Domestic Violence case 
9-28-22  Juvenile case 
9-29-22  General Information case 
10-1-22  All Other Criminal case 
10-2-22  All Other Criminal case 
 
FTA failure to appear 
DUS driving under suspension 
OVI operating a Vehicle Impaired 
FIR Field Interrogation Report 
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PLANNING COMMISSION  
MEETING ACTIONS 

September 20, 2022 
 

• Approved - A request for a resource protection area swap was approved.  The property is located at 16 
Creekside Drive, Lot 8 Forest Creek Subdivision.   

• Conditionally Approved – A request for a resource protection area swap was conditionally approved.  
The property is located at 5 Abbey Place, Lot 3 Abbey Place Subdivision.   
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